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me to pass the Chemical Weapons Conven-
tion, which was truly historic in that it out-
lawed chemical weapons. And for his service
to our Navy and afterward, it was my great
honor to present him with America’s highest
civilian award, the Medal of Freedom.

What I want you to know, Mouza, is that
he gave me something and Hillary something
even more valuable: honest, caring, steadfast
friendship. His letter to our daughter about
what her parents tried to do for America is
one of our family’s most cherished posses-
sions. It is the symbol of everything he was
as a man, a leader, and a friend.

And so today we say goodbye to the sailor
who never stopped serving his country, never
stopped fighting for the men and women in
uniform, never stopped being the conscience
of the Navy. His earthly voyage is now done.
And now he sails beyond the farthest horizon,
out of the home port where at last he is safe
from all storms.

Bud, we miss you, we love you still, and
we will never, ever forget you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:06 p.m. in the
U.S. Naval Academy Chapel. In his remarks, he
referred to Admiral Zumwalt’s wife Mouza,
daughters Ann F. Coppola and Mouza C.
Zumwalt-Weathers, son James G. Zumwalt, broth-
er James G. Zumwalt, and sister Saralee Crowe;
former U.N. Ambassador for Human Rights
Richard Schifter; and former Secretary of the
Navy John Lehman.

Statement on the Death
of Marsha Pyle Martin
January 10, 2000

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of
the untimely death of Marsha Pyle Martin,
the Chairman and CEO of the Farm Credit
Administration.

Marsha Martin was a lifelong advocate for
farmers, ranchers, and rural America. She
worked for more than 30 years in agriculture
and agricultural finance. As vice president of
the Farm Credit Bank of Texas, she was the
first woman senior executive in the Farm
Credit System. She was also the first woman
to serve as a director of the Farm Credit Sys-
tem Insurance Corporation. And I was proud

to appoint her as the first woman head of
the Farm Credit Administration in 1994.

We will remember Marsha as a
pathbreaker; as someone who truly cared
about America’s rural communities and who
sought not to hide from change but to make
change work for ordinary Americans. We pay
tribute to her achievements at the Farm
Credit Administration. We send our thoughts
and prayers to her family, for whom she
cared so much.

Statement on the Resignation
of Deputy Secretary of Defense
John Hamre

January 10, 2000

Today Deputy Secretary of Defense John
Hamre announced that he will step down
from his position at the end of March. I want
to express my deep gratitude to John for his
outstanding service to America.

Since becoming the Deputy Secretary in
July 1997, John Hamre has been a respected,
decisive, and forward-leaning leader. He di-
rected implementation of the 1997 Quadren-
nial Defense Review and the Defense Re-
form Initiative. He put in place a wide range
of innovative defense management initiatives
and worked tirelessly on reforms of defense
contracting. His impact in these areas will
be felt long after his departure.

Dr. Hamre also was a pivotal adviser as
we ensured that the readiness challenges of
our Armed Services are addressed with nec-
essary resources. He was a driving force be-
hind the increase in the defense budget and
the increased benefits for military personnel
that I signed into law last year. He also led
Department of Defense efforts to ensure that
their critical computer systems were not af-
fected by Y2K problems.

Although I will miss his advice as Deputy
Secretary, I am pleased that the Nation will
continue to benefit from his vast knowledge
and experience in defense policy. I wish John
Hamre all the best as he moves on to become
president and chief executive officer of the
Center for Strategic and International
Studies.
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Exchange With Reporters During
Tour of Grand Canyon, Arizona
January 11, 2000

Establishment of National Monuments
Q. Mr. President, what do you say to critics

who—[inaudible].
The President. I’ve been working on

these things since I first got here. Go back
to 1993. We had the Pacific Northwest For-
est. We set aside the Mojave Desert National
Park in California. We did Grand Staircase
Escalante back in 1996. We’ve been working
on the Florida Everglades for years. This
whole area of our national life has been very,
very important to me.

Keep in mind, I grew up in a national park.
I talked about this when I ran for President,
and it’s been a big part of our administration.
So when you come to the end of an 8-year
term, you have one year left, everything you
do obviously can be characterized in that
way. But if it’s a legacy for the children of
America, for hundreds of years into the fu-
ture, then that’s not a bad gift to give the
future.

Q. What do you say to—[inaudible].
The President. Well, I don’t agree with

that. This is the law. I’m acting pursuant to
an act of Congress established in the early
part of the last century and used since the
time of Theodore Roosevelt by every single
American President except for three—Presi-
dents Bush and Reagan and Nixon didn’t use
it. Every other Republican and Democratic
President in the 20th century has used this
law. And I have used it, and I believe that
I’ve used it well.

We’ve tried to be, and we will always be,
sensitive to the concerns and the legitimate
interests of local people, but I think we’ve
done a good job with this. And I think that
Secretary Babbitt deserves a lot of credit.
We’re here in his home State; he’s worked
this issue very hard. And according to a sur-
vey I saw in the local newspaper, over three-
quarters of the people who live in Arizona,
which means big majorities of Republicans
as well as Democrats, believe this is a good
thing to do for the future of this State and
the future of our country. So I was very grati-
fied to see that public support, and I think
it’s a good thing to do.

Colombia’s Counterdrug Efforts

Q. Mr. President, on the Colombian
money, are you satisfied that there is enough
nonmilitary funds that are going there,
enough economic development, or is it—
would you like to see a different mix?

The President. Well, let me answer you
in this way. I think we should get as much
economic development and democracy pres-
ervation and human rights support funding
as we can. I think it’s important that most
of the money go to helping Colombia deal
with its drug problems and its other political
problems and working with its neighbors to
prevent the export of drugs.

The mix in the package I have announced
today is the one that I believe has the right
balance of good policy and likelihood of pas-
sage in the Congress. We consulted exten-
sively with Congress. I called the Speaker of
the House yesterday because I know he cares
very deeply about the conditions in Colom-
bia, wants the country to survive and do well,
understands the historic importance of Co-
lombia as a democracy in South America.
And we want to do this together.

So I’ve tried to put together a package that
I thought was good on the merits, while
being very sensitive to the most interested
Members of Congress in what their priorities
are, and I’m really hopeful about it. But this
is very, very important to the United States,
to our long-term ability to protect our bor-
ders from drugs and to our long-term com-
mitment to having all of our neighbors south
of the border be democracies and be good
partners with us. And so I hope that this pro-
posal will find a ready reception in Congress
from members of both parties.

Q. Mr. President, people say that the $1.3
billion just won’t stop the drug trafficking.
Are they wrong?

The President. No, they’re right, but
that’s not—but that’s a misleading statement.
It will make it better if the money is well-
spent, and it will dramatically strengthen and
solidify the Colombian Government in its
struggle to preserve democracy, preserve
economic growth, and preserve order in the
country and be a good neighbor to all of its


